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Merry Christmas  
  

In October I provided a 
brief list of holiday 
trivia.  Many of you 
commented on this.  So 
in light of Christmas 
season here is another 
dose. 
  
The word Christmas is 
Old English, a 
contraction of Christ's 
Mass. 
   
The first president to 
decorate the white 
house Christmas tree in 
the United States was 
Franklin Pierce. 

  
 "It's a Wonderful Life" 
appears on TV more 
often than any other 
holiday movie. 
  
Jingle Bells" was first 
written for Thanksgiving 
and then became one of 
the most popular 
Christmas songs. 
   
Clearing up a common 
misconception, in Greek, 
X means Christ. That is 
where the word "X-Mas" 
comes from. Not 
because someone took 
the "Christ" out of 
Christmas. 

 The Lead 
 Dear Rick,  
  
  
Volatility in today's investment environment has left 
many investors sitting on the sidelines wondering not 
when but if to return to equity markets. At the same 
time bond yields, CD rates, savings account interest 
and money market rates seem to be stalled at an all-
time low.     
   
We used to hear "Cash is King", yet with near zero 
yields from cash accounts and inflation moving from 
1.63% in January 2011, to 3.53% for this past 
October* we are actually losing ground holding money 
in cash. 
  
The latest Phoenix Marketing International bimonthly 
survey** of mass-affluent and wealthy households 
found confidence sinking in both U.S. and Global 
economies. Mass-affluent is defined as having 
$250,000 - $1,000,000 in assets, while wealthy is 
defined as more than $1,000,000 in assets. Mass-
affluent households number about 16 million in the U.S. 
and average $514,000 in assets.   
  
While there has been some movement since January, 
2009 money markets still hold approximately $2.6 trillion 
in funds, down 35% from the $4 trillion dollar peak***. 
What many investors do not realize is that this money 
is not FDIC insured. While they are considered to be 
safe investments many funds may have exposure to 
European debt as a way to increase or enhance yields. 
But at a 4 basis point yield it would take almost 2,000 
years to double your money.  
  
  
* http://inflationdate/com/ 
    inflation/inflation_rate/currentinflation.asp 
**   Investment News November 28, 2011, Page 4 
*** Investment News November 14, 2011, Page 3  
  
  

READ MORE 

Occupy the Shopping Centers 
 

  
When I  g rew  up  my  pa ren ts  encou raged  
me.    I  was  to ld  to  do  my  bes t .    I  was  no t  
a lways ,  no r  w i l l  I  a lways  be  success fu l  i n  
what  I  t ry .    But  fa i lu re  is  a  learn ing 
p rocess .    We g row by  mak ing  m is takes  
and  hav ing  se t -backs .  
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More diamonds are sold 
around Christmas than 
any other time of the 
year. 
  
In 1843, "A Christmas 
Carol" was written by 
Charles Dickens in just 
six weeks. 
  
Although many believe 
the Friday after 
Thanksgiving is the 
busiest shopping day of 
the year, it is not. It is 
the fifth to tenth busiest 
day. The Friday and 
Saturday before 
Christmas are the two 
busiest shopping days of 
the year.  
  

  
A Christmas club, a 
savings account in which 
a person deposits a fixed 
amount of money 
regularly to be used at 
Christmas for shopping, 
came about around 
1905. 
  

  
  

  
May you and your family 
and friends make the 
most of the Holiday 
season.  I wish you all 
the best as you gather 
with loved ones and 
keep a place warm in 
your heart for those who 
cannot be with us. 
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eng ine  tha t  cou ld "?    How abou t  " i f  you  
don ' t  succeed  t r y ,  t r y  aga in "?  
  
Bi l l  Brad ley ,  fo rmer  Democra t ic  Senator  
and  p ro fess iona l  baske tba l l  p layer ,  once  
observed :  "Amb i t i on  i s  the  pa th  to  
success .    Pers is tence  i s  the  veh ic le  you  
arr ive in . "  
  
Ye t  i t  seems  t he  "occupy "  movemen t  i s  
l ess  abou t  amb i t i on  and  pe rs i s tence  and  
more  abou t  envy .    T ry  and  t ry  aga in  has  
become  i f  you  don ' t  succeed  l ook  t o  t he  
government  o f  h igher  a  lawyer .  
  
Th is  a t t i t ude  has  moved  beyond  the  99% 
in  the  occupy  f ron t .    Or  maybe i t  has  jus t  
seeped to  tha t  leve l .    Pres ident  Obama 
d idn ' t  wan t  to  ge t  i nvo lved  in  the  "Super  
C o m m i t t e e "  b e c a u s e  h e  k n e w  i t  w a s  
doomed to  fa i l .  
  
I n  sp i te  o f  a l l  t h i s  doom and  g loom some 
b r i gh t  spo t s  managed  t o  wo rk  t he i r  way  
in to  the  news.    As  you  w i l l  see  in  the  
v i deo  p iece  a t t ached  to  t he  end  o f  t h i s  
ar t ic le ,  Br ian  Wesbury  o f  F i rs t  Trus t  
s ta tes  tha t   re ta i l e rs  have  repor ted  reco rd  
sa les  on B lack  Fr iday and Cyber  Monday.    
Average  spend ing  by  the  consumer  i s  up ;  
no t  j us t  fo r  the  ho l i days  bu t  has  been  
t rend ing  up  s ince  la te  summer .    We are  
s ta r t i ng  to  see  movemen t  i n  t he  hous ing  
marke t  and  even  movemen t  i n  
unemployment .    Whi le  we s t i l l  have  a  very  
l ong  way  t o  go  many  econom is t  have  
reduced  t he  chance  o f  a  doub le -d ip  
recess ion .  
  
Th is  mon th  ins tead  o f  hav ing  more  fo r  you  
to  read  I  have  inser ted  a  v ideo  c l i p  f rom 
CNBC is  an  in te rv iew conduc ted  w i th  
Br ian Wesbury  o f  F i rs t  Trus t .    P lease take 
a  momen t  and  v iew  th i s  c l i p .  
  
http: / /v ideo.cnbc.com/gal lery/?
v ideo=3000059490  
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Financial Securities, LLC. 
Member FINRA, SIPC and 

Registered Investment Advisor. 
  

Questions or comments can be 
directed to: 

bbowhuis@benchmarkfinancialdesign. 
com 

or bbowhuis@mibenchmark.com 
or 

phone (616) 667-8834 
  
  
  
  

 The best information is information 
that we can use and share.  If you 

find something in this newsletter that 
is interesting or helpful please pas it 

on to your friends or colleagues.  
They may also sign up to receive this 
newsletter for free by clicking on the 

"Join Our Mailing List" tab above. 
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